Kamin chosen by 
AAMVA Board 


The American Association of 
Motor Vehicle Administrators 
(AAMVA) Region | Board of 
Directors recently elected MVS 
Director C. Richard Kamin as a 
member-at-large through 1999 at its 
_ 76th Annual Regional Conference. 
The region represents New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Washington, 
DC, Maine, Maryland, Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, New York, — 

_ Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 
__and six Canadian provinces. 
__ As the key speaker on “The Pros 
and Cons of DMV Privatization,” 
_ Kamin explained how the 
‘privatization program mission creates 
an environment to encourage cost 


effective, efficient, open and fair 


competition without compromising 
public safety. Citing high school 
written and vision testing as just one 
of the positive aspects of 
privatization/partnering of motor 
vehicle services in New Jersey, 
Kamin stated that 568 public and 
private high schools in New Jersey 
provide testing quarterly. In 1995-96, 
NJ Driver Testing Centers accepted 
67,090 high school driver certificates. 

MVS Driver Control & 
Regulatory Affairs head W. Patrick 
Scheffer also attended the Breton 
Woods, NH conference. A key 
member of the AAMVA working 
group, Scheffer helped provide an 
awareness among AAMVA member 
administrators of the options and 
guidelines for public services 
traditionally delivered by motor 
vehicle agencies that outside 
resources could provide. The group is 
currently working on one of its goals 
to achieve enhanced customer service 
while weighing the pros and cons of 
costs vs. benefits to the consumer and 
the employee. 
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Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 


Governor Christie Whitman explains how New Jerse 


fe i rl 
y has leveraged ISTEA funding to 


create jobs and investments to move people and goods as Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 


(right), federal and state officials look on. 


ISTEA puts Secaucus 
Transfer project on track 


Governor Christie Whitman and U. S. 
Congressman Bud Shuster (PA) toured NJ 
TRANSIT’s Secaucus Transfer Station 
project with NJDOT Commissioner John J. 
Haley Jr. to highlight the importance of 
federal Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) funds to New 
Jersey’s transportation needs. 
Representative Shuster chairs the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee. 

“New Jersey is central to the economic 
and transportation activity taking place 
throughout the Northeast corridor,” said 
Commissioner Haley. “Our challenge is to 
adapt our transportation system by 
balancing our resources while continuing 
to protect the environment and sustain our 
quality of life. ISTEA has been critical to 
meeting these goals.” 

The $448 million Secaucus Transfer 


project connects NJ TRANSIT’s Main- 
Bergen Line with the Northeast Corridor. 
This is the second element of the project 
and is scheduled to open in 2002. Riders 
from NJ TRANSIT’s Main, Bergen 
County, Pascack Valley and Port Jervis 
lines will save 15 minutes on their 
commute to Manhattan. 

The transfer station is important to 
North Jersey residents creating easy 
access to job, cultural and recreational 
sites in Newark, Trenton and the Jersey 
Shore. 

ISTEA is paramount to the project’s 
success. So far, the transfer’s received 
$421.4 million in ISTEA funds and is 
slated to receive an additional $26 
million. ISTEA’s reauthorization this year 
will provide funding that allows New 
Jersey to continue improving the 
mobility of people and goods. 


Checkpoints is being updated 


The Communications Office is updating Checkpoints, the 
Department’s directory for handling calls from the public (and 


other employees!). Senior managers will be contacted for input. 
If any employee has an update or a suggestion, please contact 


Edyth Hetman at 609-530-5427. 


Day tripping in New Jersey: 


NJDOT employee helps create railroad attraction 


You can escape for awhile and enjoy 
the finest scenery in America at 
Northlandz in Flemington. 

While browsing through this 
wonderland in miniature, you’ll see the 
handiwork of the owner and designer, 
Bruce Williams Zaccagnino, and several 
others, including NJDOT’s Bruce 
Newrock, Resident Engineer in the 
Central Region Construction. A train 
buff, he didn’t need much prodding to 
work on the model railroad project. 
Newrock helped with the carpentry for 
the railroad and built scenery. Pay 
special attention to the quarry, asphalt 
plant, circus, railroad station and truck 
stop. They’re examples of Newrock’s 
work. 

Under the roof of one building, you 
can experience the Great American 
Railway that comprises more than 100 
trains, over eight miles of track, several 
hundred bridges, mountains up to 30 feet 
high, a doll museum, an extraordinary 
94-room doll house, an art gallery with 
varied artwork and the American Music 
Hall with live organ music and carousel 
horses. 

Although there’s a narration at the 
start, the tour is self-guided, so you can 
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Breathtaking scenery abounds at this Northlandz exhibit that shows a railroad overpass 


through a mountainous region. 


take your time and linger at any attrac- 
tion. The journey of about one mile takes 
place in a maze of hallways facing into 
landscapes, mountains, valleys, rivers, 
farmland, towns and cities. 

Owner Zaccagnino’s need to 
dedicate more space to his love of model 
railroads led to the creation of the 
Northlandz facility on Rte. 202. Fin- 
ished in December 1996 and officially 
opened in June, this building houses the 


People Briefs (continued from page 3) 


Retirees 

Crew Supervisor Dominic Reale of 
Regional Operations South Road 
Maintenance retired this month with 39 
years of service. Joining him are Truck 
Driver Single Axle Kenneth Little of 
Region North Road Maintenance after 
37 years; Crew Supervisor Eugene 
Murdza of Road Maintenance, 36 years; 
Truck Driver Single Axle Miles T. 
VanTassel of Region North Road 
Maintenance; Printing Operator 3 
Francis Cryan of Support Services 
Records, Services & Warehouse, 31 
years. 

Also retiring are Crew Supervisor 
Mechanic J. Richard Joa of Region 
Central Equipment-Operations Central, 
28 years; MVS Safety Specialist 1 
Harry Betts of License, Registration & 
Inspection, Cape May Court House 
Vehicle Inspection, 22 years; Micro- 
electric Systems Tech James Lewis of 
Division of Design Services, Traffic 
Signal & Safety Design, 20 years; MVS 
Field Monitor Robert L. Cox of District 
Office South, 17 years; Principal Clerk 


Typist Mary M. Stafford of Trans. 
System Planning Travel Demand 
Management, 17 years; and MVS Safety 
Specialist 2 Richard Jarocki of Mays 
Landing Vehicle Inspection Road Tests, 
9 years. 


Obituaries 

NJDOT Welder William Shawlot 
Jr. of Buena died June 22. Survivors 
include wife Cathy, son William III, 
daughters Cathi Ingraham, Connie and 
Cristy, mother Helen and a grandson. 

Retired Sussex County MVS agent 
Ernest Harris of Frankford died June 
24. Survivors include wife Anna, 
daughters Eleanor Windt and Lois 
Mitchell, several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Sebastian (Dick) Giallella of 
Hamilton died July 13. A 1989 NJDOT 
retiree, Giallella is survived by wife 
Jean, son Richard, several grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. 

Retired MVS Title Clerk Mary 
Allen died July 15. The Pennington 


largest model railroad in the world. 
Zaccagnino always credits others with 
helping him make his dream a reality, 
although he designed Northlandz and 95 
per cent of all of the scenery, buildings 
and bridges. For Newrock and his other 
helpers, Zaccagnino showed his appre- 
ciation and mentions them in his 
literature. 

Children under three are free. For other 
rates or information, call 908-782-4022. 


resident is survived by a son Patrick, 
daughters Mary Stout and Jill Martinette, 
several grandchildren and great-grand- 
children. 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
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brothers and team members Fred and Eddie. Billy, Alfred, Paul and Richard are in 
the bottom row. Paul and Richard are holding the Acerra uniform that the brothers 


wore during their baseball league years. 


Cooperstown honors Acerra brothers 


NJDOT Bridge Operator Robert 
Acerra in Drawbridge Operations and 
his brothers were inducted June 14 in 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum, Cooperstown, NY, as 
one of 17 all-brother teams in the 
United States. The presitigious 
recognition came 45 years after they 
last played together. 


The 12 brothers played baseball as 


a team for 14 seasons in the semi-pros 
winning at least 70% of their games. 


They also appeared in Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not. In 1948, the team challenged 
the New York Yankees to an exhibition 
game. 

It’s not common to have 12 
relatives make up an entire team, much 


and Elizabeth Acerra married and 
settled in Long Branch in 1904, 13 of 
their children were boys. As their 
coach, Papa Acerra motivated the boys 
to become champs and they did. In the 
late 1930s to the early 1950s, the team 
took four Long Branch City League 
titles. They played together without a 
manager. After playing together so 
many years they anticipated one 
another’s moves on the field. 

On the day of the induction, 
Acerra and his six surviving brothers 
presented uniforms, scrapbooks, 
photographs and other memorabilia to 
the museum and answered questions. 
Facilities and Operations Manager Joe 
Acerra’s late father and uncles were 
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from Mark Dunlap and Cora Sue 
Santopietro. The newest addition to the 
staff is Norma Manigan who will 
spearhead the preparation of briefings 
and information materials. 

Russell Tong, Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Capital Program Management, 
announced the appointment of Eileen 
Connolly as Acting Chief, Bureau of 
Materials within the Division of Con- 
struction Services and Materials. 
Connolly fills the void left by Bureau 
Chief Henry Justus’ retirement in June. 


Engagement 

Jim Coyle of Traffic Engineering 
and fiancé Lisa Springsteel announced 
their engagement on July 4. 


New Arrivals 

Omar Ja’ bree became the newest 
member of the Jordan family on June 12. 
At 8 lbs., 12 oz., Omar is the son of 
Principal Clerk Typist Michelle Jordan 
and husband Andre. 

Lee Feldman, Motor Carriers 
Manager, and wife Karen announced the 
birth of their second son, Alec Joshua on 
June 14. John’s younger brother weighed 
in at 8 Ibs., 10 oz. 

MVS Record Tech II John Mackey 
of the Wayne Regional Service Center 
and wife Karen welcomed the early 
arrival of 4 lb. Jennifer Kristle on June 
20. 

Lee Wyatt arrived at the Farrell 
household on June 22 weighing 8 Ibs., 10 
oz. He joins Mom, MVS Title Investiga- 
tor 2 Shari Farrell of the Correspon- 
dence Unit, Dad (Paul) and big brother 


Shane. 

MVS Safety Specialist II Waheed 
D. Odufuye of the Lodi Inspection 
Station and wife Sarat announced the 
birth of their third son on June 23. 
Damilola Zubir weighed 7 Ibs., 6 oz. 

Program Manager Mark Rollo of 
the Division of Project Management and 
his wife Susan announced the birth of 
Christine Michele on July 3. Brother 
William Howard welcomed his 8 lIbs., 6 
Oz. sister. 

Melody Elizabeth made her debut on 
July 8 weighing 8 Ibs., 1 oz. She’s the 
daughter of Driver Improvement Analyst 
II Kim Myers-Bialkowski and husband 
Thomas. 


team members. 


less 12 siblings. However, after Louis 


Moves 


Newly appointed Assistant Commis- 
sioner for External and Governmental 
Affairs Pippa Woods announced the 
Division’s new management team to 
carry out its goals. William S. Beetle is 
Director of Transportation Systems 
Management. Howard W. Immordino 
will supervise Financial Administration 
and continue to serve as Personnel 
Administrator. Heading the Bureau of 
Statewide Planning that regularly 
updates the Department’s long range 
transportation plan will be John H. 
Moore. The Bureau also administers 
NJDOT’s Smart Moves travel demand 


management program. James A. 
Pivovar will manage the Bureau of 
Mobility Strategies and Robert Miller 
will manage the Bureau of Technical 
Analysis. William Feldman is assigned 
to the Bureau of Mobility Strategies as 
the Department’s Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Advocate. 

Director of Communications Jeff 
Maclin announced that Rich Melini will 
continue to function as Manager of the 
Bureau of Events, Briefings and the 
WEB, supervise events and briefings and 
oversee the development of NJDOT’s 


WEB site on the Internet with assists (continued on page 2) 
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MVS features Merchant Marines 


Besides plates that feature U.S. Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps veterans, MVS has issued special license plates with the 
logo of the American Merchant Marine Veterans (AMMYV). 
Through this plate issue, MVS recognizes American merchant 
seamen who delivered supplies in every war our nation has _ - 


fought since 1775. In World War II, 6,834 seamen died and 833 
merchant ships were lost. The AMMV Denis A. Roland 
Chapter of Budd Lake led the license plate drive. For informa- 
tion about these plates call 1-888-486-3339 toll free in New 
Jersey or 1-609-292-6500 from out of state. 
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Blue Ribbons “ji 


Gibsons assist fire victims @& 

The hero of the month award could easily go to NIDOT 
Senior Field Representative John (J.R.) Gibson of Region 
South Construction. At the 51st annual Allegheny East Confer- 
ence Camp at Pine Forge Academy, J. R. and his son Antonio 
helped save the lives of two fellow retreat members. 

When the propane stove of a neighboring recreational 
trailer exploded, a Philadelphia woman and a pastor were badly 
burned. J. R. and his son, who were less than 50 feet from the 
explosion, rolled the burning woman on the ground and 
extinguished the flames that engulfed her. J.R. then worked to 
keep the flames from spreading to adjacent trailers. J.R. “... 
did a tremendous job keeping that fire at bay, ” according to the 
police and firefighters. 


Paredes nabs car thief 


Quick thinking and bravery by MVS Safety Specialist II 
Julio Paredes earned him a citation from the West Orange 
Police Department and an Achievement Award from U.S. 
Representative Bill Pascrell Jr. for his daring actions on July 6. 
Driving on I-280 East, Paredes saw the police pursuing a car. 
The car crashed into the divider and the driver ran from the 
scene. Paredes followed the man, flagged down police and took 
them in his truck to apprehend the perpetrator. The police got 
their man, who had stolen the car he had been driving. 


Japanese thank Markedian 


Principal Engineer (Region North) Ike Markedian 
conducted a construction tour for Nobuo Inoue of the Consu- 
late of Japan. “I was so impressed by your knowledge and 
passion in the construction of road network,” Inoue wrote. 
‘However, I was more impressed by your kindness and 
cooperation. You gave me important information about land 
acquisition ... and the construction site of on Route | and 9.” 


Burgio is commended for PIP work 


Principal Engineer Joseph Burgio of North Region was 
recently commended for his contributions to safety and 
efficiency on the current Palisades Interstate Parkway Section 
1A and 2AF project. Burgio produced a revised detour route 
that reduced time-consuming travel and awkward cross-traffic 
turns. Overnight operations went on with little or no impact on 
local traffic and the contractor completed the work four months 
sooner. 


Central Region draws praise 

Assistant Engineer Candida Bernal, Sr. Engineer 
Upendra Patel and NJDOT (retired) consultant Bob Micai of 
Central Region Construction received plaudits last month from 
a Basking Ridge resident. While assigned to the widening and 
reconstruction of J-287 in Bernardsville, the trio effectively 


worked together to remove a large tree that was a source of 
complaint for ten years. 


